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 The North Carolina Zoo is open every day of the year, except on Christmas 
Day. Summer admission hours begin on April 1 and extend from 9 a.m. until 
4 p.m. Winter admission hours begin on November 1 and extend from 9 a.m. 
through 3 p.m. Standard admission prices are $15 for adults, $13 for seniors 
and $11 for children. Zoo Society members and registered North Carolina 
school groups are admitted free. The Zoo offers free parking, free tram and 
shuttle service, picnic areas, visitor rest areas, food service and gift shops.

For information, call 1-800-488-0444. 
The Zoo is a program of the N.C. Department of Natural & Cultural Resources. The NC Zoo 
Society is the non-profit organization that supports the North Carolina Zoological Park  
and its programs. Society offices are open Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more  
information, please call 336-879-7250 or logon to the Society’s Web page at nczoo.com.

Financial information about the NC Zoo 
Society and a copy of its license are available 
from the Charitable Solicitation Licensing 
Section at 888-830-4989. The license is not 
an endorsement by the State.

THIS ISSUE

FPO/FSC 

This issue is about changes.

Wow, your Zoo is on the move, 
and this issue of Alive will 
give you the chance to catch 

up with some of the ways that these 
moves can make your next Zoo visit 
even more fun.

For one thing, for the first time, you 
will have the option of hopping onto 
an easy-gliding pontoon paddle boat 
to skim around the lake in the North 
American section of the Zoo. The 
new, covered Dragonfly Paddle Boats 
come in two sizes: to seat either two or 
four guests and will be available for a 
$5-per-person rental fee. In addition, 
the Zoo is bringing dinosaurs back 
to the Park, and visitors will ride, not 
walk, to see these animatronic wonders. 
Two special, open-air safari buses have 
been fashioned to take visitors back in 
time to see these dinosaurs.

The Zoo Society is offering a new 
way to move at the Zoo, too, by setting 
up a Ride-and-a-Guide program for 
up to five people who want to tour the 
Zoo from the comfort of a golf cart. The 
guides will be seasoned Society staff, 
and the price of the ride depends on 
how far and how long riders want to 
go. Details about the Ride-and-a-Guide 
program are available on page 13.

Another kind of move is explained 
in this issue of Alive, too, the kind of 
move that brings new animal species 
into the North Carolina Zoo. The lead 
article by Curator of Mammals Jennifer 
Ireland provides an overview of some of 
the many factors that she and her col-
leagues must consider before they add a 
new species to one of the Zoo’s habitats. 
The care and thought that these cura-
tors put into these decisions is amazing.

As always, this Alive 
also provides you with 
information about upcom-
ing events, programs and 
camps being offered by 
the Zoo and by the Zoo 
Society.  

We hope to see you at the 
Zoo, soon.

Jayne Owen Parker, Ph.D., 
Editor
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Animal curators get bombarded with these kinds of questions all the  
   time, and not just from Zoo guests. Zoo staff and Zoo Society donors  
     and members ask these same questions, too.

So, Who Decides Which Species?
Sometimes, it is easy to explain why we do not exhibit 
a particular species at our Zoo. We don’t have Tigers, 
for example, because Tigers are Asian and do not fit 
into either our North American or African continental 
regions. And, while the Mangum Desert and the RJ 
Reynolds Aviary house a few species from Asia and 
Australia, neither building provides a suitable habitat 
for a 300-pound predator. Of course, these limitations 
do not mean that our Zoo can never exhibit Tigers, but 
the restrictions make it clear that we are not ready to 
house them now.

Most of the time, though, the factors that deter-
mine if we can, or cannot, house a particular species 
are complex. And, these factors include issues that 
extend beyond the interests of just the animal curators. 
Our concerns are important, of course, but so are the 
concerns of the other professionals who help manage 
the Zoo. We have to consult with them and address 
any concerns they raise about the impact a new animal 
might have on the safety of visitors or staff or the Zoo’s 
transportation systems, plant collection, landscape, 
maintenance schedules, and so on.

A Short History Lesson
The sophisticated, systematic approach that contempo-
rary curators use to select a new species to exhibit is a 
rather recent phenomenon and stands in mark con-
trast to the ways that animals came into the first exam-
ples of exotic animal collections. In the earliest cases, 
which date back to at least 3,500 BCE, exotic animal 
collections were assembled from conquests. Animals  

 
were rounded up and transferred, with other spoils of 
war, into the service of their royal owners. Throughout 
much of human history, these exotic animal menag-
eries existed almost exclusively to flout their owners’ 
power and range of influence.

It was not until the late 1700s, at least in Europe, 
that royal families began backing away from these 
self-indulgent menageries and chose, instead, to trans-
fer the animals’ ownership into public hands. As these 
transitions unfolded, cities refashioned the former 
menageries around institutional models that resem-
bled museums. These newfangled “zoos,” adopted the 
cultural attitudes of art and history museums, and 
began collecting and exhibiting animals as if they were 
rare and unusual objects. 

At that time, curators’ personal tastes guided species 
selections, and zoos built their reputations by exhib-
iting as many different species as they could. The 
richest and most prestigious zoos displayed the largest 
number of species and being the only zoo to exhibit a 
particular species was a boon to any zoo’s reputation. 

Although built with the best social intentions of the 
period—to expose the public to nature’s grand diver-
sity—these early zoos emerged when biology was in 
its infancy. At the time, people knew virtually nothing 
about the nutritional, behavioral, fitness, or social needs 
of incoming species. This vacuum of practical knowl-
edge meant that many zoo animals died young and few 
reproduced. Consequently, these early zoos had to rely 
on collecting expeditions to fill their exhibits. 

Now, as bad as they seem by today’s standards, these 
primitive zoos and their managers took the first ten-

    “Where are your tigers?”  
“Trout are all right, but I want to see piranha!” 
“Penguins are the best! Why don’t you have any?”  
“I love lemmings. Can you get some?”  

  JENNIFER IRELAND, CURATOR OF MAMMALS  
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tative steps toward developing the science that guides 
the way that responsible zoos are managed today. 
These early zoo pioneers made many, sometimes 
shocking, mistakes as they inched zoo management 
forward. But, these early zoo managers and the people 
who followed them, learned from their mistakes 
and, eventually acquired a remarkable storehouse of 
knowledge about the natural history and needs of the 
animals in their care. Today, that storehouse allows 
responsible zoos to teach their visitors about wildlife 
and the environment and is used to prepare scientists 
to research the complex behavioral, nutritional and 
veterinary issues that affect the survival rates of wild 
animals living in zoos and the wild. 

The earliest victories in this march to advanced 
zoo science raised husbandry standards for exhibit 
animals. Zoo managers began to understand and 
meet the varying nutritional, environmental, social, 
physical, and psychological needs of the animals 
in their care. As a consequence, zoo animals began 
living longer, healthier lives. But, despite these early 
improvements, many zoos failed to develop sustain-
able breeding programs for their animals. Conse-
quently, zoos continued to send expeditions into the 
wild to supply animals for their exhibits.

By the early-to-mid 1900s, though, managers began 
to understand why so many zoo breeding programs 
failed. The failures resulted from a professional culture 
that pushed zoos to exhibit as many different kinds of 

animals as possible. This insistence on variety, caused 
these early zoos to dot their landscapes with many 
closely spaced, small exhibits—arenas that could hold 
only a few individuals. Once animal caretakers real-
ized that these small groups were doomed to disap-
pear because of inbreeding, zoos began changing the 
way they organized their exhibits and the criteria they 
used to choose their exhibit animals.

Reorganizing For a Better Future
One of the first management changes adopted by 
progressive zoos was to reduce the number of species 
that respectable zoos would choose to bring into their 
exhibits. This reduction freed up space for these zoos 
to build modern habitats that were large enough to 
house more natural social groupings of their animals. 
These early changes boosted some reproductive suc-
cesses but still fell short of making zoo animal popula-
tions self-sustaining. Single zoos just could not afford 
to independently maintain animal groups that were 
large enough to sustain their populations over many 
generations. 

To maintain truly sustainable groups of exhibit 
animals, professional zoo managers realized that they 
would have to work together to share the responsibili-
ties and costs of maintaining large, breeding groups of 
animals. Once this realization took hold, the best zoos 
began constructing a cooperative network of species 
experts and zoo managers to ensure the success of 
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these breeding programs. 
These experts contributed to a massive database 

to track the genetic makeup of existing zoo popu-
lations and used these data to recommend which 
individuals should be paired to protect the genetic 
diversity within their groups. Team experts commu-
nicated regularly to share information and facili-
tate the success of breeding programs within and 
between cooperating zoos. 

Standards were written, revised, raised, and 
rewritten to improve programs. Rather rapidly, the 
best zoos found ways to align their missions, their 
species choices and their husbandry standards to 
support sustainable population management of their  
animals. Over time, this cooperative management 
strategy has evolved to not only ensure the long-term, 
quality care of zoo animals, but has also spawned a 
shared commitment to ensure the long-term sur-
vival of these same species in their wild habitats.  

Shoring Up Hard Choices
These historical adjustments ushered in drastic 
changes to the procedures that contemporary 
curators followed when they made decisions about 
bringing new animals into their zoos. Rather than 
ticking down a list of their favorite species to start 
a search, responsible curators began pouring over 
published professional materials that listed the 
criteria that should be used to frame these selection 
decisions. These criteria, which individual zoos and 
AZA (the accrediting association for North Amer-
ican zoos) produce and update regularly, list ques-
tions for curators to answer before they recommend 
adding a particular species to their zoos.
Because these criteria lists are long, technical, and 
complicated, we will not include them in this article. 
Instead, we will share a few examples from these 

lists and explain how they influenced several recent 
species changes at our Zoo. The reader should also 
keep in mind that many of the questions curators 
answer during the species selection process are the 
same or similar to questions that curators and care-
takers regularly visit to evaluate the ongoing care 
they provide to all of the Zoo’s animals. At least once 
a year, animal caretakers and curators use these 
criteria to assess the status of care and management 
of each species at the Zoo. Once these assessments 
are completed, they are published and submitted to 
AZA in the form of Annual Management Reviews.

Addressing Themes
As a first step in considering any new species, the 
curator staff begins thinking about animals that will 
resonate with the conservation and education sto-
ries that the Zoo already addresses inside the Park. 
We want to choose species that align with these 
chosen themes. 

Recently, for example, the animal curators con-
fronted a problem with one of these overarching 
educational themes when changes to what used 
to be called the “Sonora Desert” opened up some 
space to bring in several new species. Historically, 
that building followed a strict theme for species 
selection, exclusively exhibiting species that were 
native to the Sonoran Desert. But, sticking with this 
theme proved difficult because only a small number 
of Sonoran Desert species are readily available for 
exhibition. To address this issue, and to broaden the 
educational potential of the building, the animal 
division petitioned and won a plea to extend this 
building’s educational theme to encompass all of the 
world’s deserts. 

This change opened up a broader pool of desert 
species for consideration and freed the staff to 
enrich the building with species that had stronger 
conservation needs than many available Sonoran 
animals. The switch also made it possible to provide 
several more striking examples of the diversity of 
life supported by the world’s deserts. For example, 
by renaming the building the Mangum Desert 
exhibit, the Zoo was able to add several interesting 
new African species, including the Rock Hyrax and 
the Crested Porcupine, to the exhibit.

In another recent series of species shifts, the staff 
was able to add a new educational theme while 
strengthening two others. At the time, the Zoo man-
aged separate Gorilla exhibits. After an extensive 
review, the Animal Division staff agreed that the 
two Gorilla troops would likely benefit if they were 
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joined into a single social unit.
Once this decision was made, staff began dis-

cussing how to use the expansive habitat that one 
of the Gorilla groups would leave behind when it 
joined the group already living in the Forest Glade 
exhibit. Fortunately, the vacated exhibit was large, 
quite rocky and already bore a strong resemblance 
to the dry, cliff-laden steppes that provide the native 
habitat of Hamadryas Baboons—a species already 
exhibited at the Zoo. Because the newly available 
space was larger and, in many ways, more similar 
to the baboons’ African homeland, the decision to 
move them came easily and required but few adjust-
ments for the staff. 

Of course, the baboons’ exit left their previous 
exhibit empty, providing space for a new species to 
enter the Zoo. The space, an island exhibit below the 
Aviary, was well-suited for exhibiting primates, so 
the animal division decided to use it to establish a 
habitat for Ring-tailed and Red-ruffed lemurs. 

Choosing these two species made practical sense 
because these agile, active primate species were just 
the right size for the space. And, we learned that our 
horticulture staff could make several quick, relatively 
minor landscaping adjustments to create a suitable 
natural habitat for these lemurs.

The choice made sense from an educational and 
conservation perspective as well, providing staff with 
opportunities to make the public aware of a new 
group of animals (prosimians), a new geographical 
area (Madagascar), and two additional endangered 
species.  

What Else Goes into the Mix?
While the curators pay close attention to the edu-
cational messages that different species strengthen, 
other factors must be considered, too. For exam-
ple, we never think about bringing in a species, no 
matter how powerful its potential messages, unless 
we are confident that our staff can care properly for 
the animals.

While we know that our animal caretakers are 
among the best in the world, we also know that 
some animal species require keepers with highly 
specialized training and skills. Take jellyfish, for 
example; we would not consider adding them to an 
exhibit until we had hired or had trained keepers 
that could manage the specialized care that jellyfish 
demand.

 Another factor that can make or break a decision 
about exhibiting a particular species relates to how 
easy or difficult it would be to acquire that species 

through ethical channels. The curators at the North 
Carolina Zoo are deeply committed to working with 
species that have the potential to form long-term, 
enduring relationships with us. 

We know, for example, that lemmings would be 
really interesting animals to exhibit in our Rocky 
Coast area. The problem is, we also know that no 
North American zoo exhibits lemmings.  To exhibit 
them, we would have to go out into the wild to cap-
ture a bunch and then, repeat that process every few 
years to maintain a healthy group. That process is 
not one that we want to adopt to create and maintain 
an exhibit. 

On the other hand, if we can exhibit an inter-
esting species and, at the same time, contribute to 
building a sustainable, healthy population of that 
species inside the professional zoo community, we 
will likely try to help if we can. And, in fact, a recent 
addition to the Mangum Desert is fulfilling just such 
a commitment. 

Only about 26 Sand Cats currently live in Amer-
ican zoos, so a strong, well-managed breeding 
program is essential to protecting the future of this 
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population. Consequently, the North Carolina Zoo 
recently joined with a number of other zoos to work 
cooperatively to maximize this cat’s breeding poten-
tial. To help, we provided Sand Cats with a suitable 
habitat inside the Mangum Desert, and we imported 
a male from Zoo Brno in the Czech Republic to 
beef up the genetic diversity of the Sand Cat’s North 
American zoo population. 

Curators also understand that we need to attend 
to the needs of our guests while we are considering 
new animals for our habitats. Whenever possible, 
we lean toward exhibiting species that we know will 
bring visitors to our gates. But, we feel an obligation 
to broaden these interests, too, especially when we 
can inspire interest in species that need protection. 
For example, amphibians worldwide are in peril, so it 
is important for zoos to work to educate their guests 
about steps they can take to protect frogs and other 
amphibians and their habitats. As conservation is at 
the core of all we do, exhibiting frogs provides real-
life, relatable examples of the work we do for amphib-
ian conservation across the world.

Some Last Examples
As a final note, one of the major remaining factors 
that curators consider when selecting new species has 
to do with the costs the Zoo will incur to take proper 
care of the animals. An obvious cost relates to build-
ing or modifying an exhibit to provide for the species 
in question. A less obvious cost, however, relates to 
the expense of taking care of any animals long term. 

Take Koalas, for example. Nearly everyone loves 
Koalas, but very few non-zoo professionals under-
stand what it costs to take care of them. Their total 
dependency on a diet of choice eucalyptus leaves 

sets the cost of feeding one of them at $25,000 a year.  
That price tag puts a thriving Koala community out 
of the price range of most zoos. 

Aquatic habitats, too, are substantially more 
expensive to operate than terrestrial ones, especially if 
the water must be chilled. For the cost of constructing 
and maintaining a penguin habitat, for example, the 
zoo could build and manage several small mammal 
habitats or aviaries, or perhaps a large reptile and 
amphibian complex.

When weighing exhibit costs, curators have to 
consider the personnel costs associated with different 
species, too. It takes seven zookeepers, for example, to 
care for the Zoo’s six elephants. Not only do elephants 
produce a lot of waste for keepers to remove, but ele-
phants also require a lot of space, and keepers much 
maintain those spaces. And, AZA mandates strict 
elephant welfare and safety requirements that zoos 
must meet to keep their accreditation. Among other 
things, these requirements commit our staff to main-
taining an intensive and time demanding behavioral 
management program for the elephants’ welfare. The 
rules also impose stringent safety procedures that the 
staff must follow, and these methods do not permit 
any time-saving shortcuts.  

Because of these restrictions, the same seven zoo-
keepers that look after six elephants could easily care 
for more than 300 fish, reptiles, amphibians, birds 
and mammals in our Cypress Swamp and Stream-
side habitats. This equation does not mean that the 
animals at the Cypress Swamp and the Streamside 
exhibits are not getting the same level of care as the 
elephants, the math just highlights real differences in 
the resources that are required to care for different 
kinds of animals.  While this is comparing apples 
to oranges, it is clear that some species are more 
resource demanding than others.

The Take-Away
So, as much as each of the animal curators would like 
to be able to fulfill the species wish lists of our valued 
zoo friends, we know that we have to use a strict set 
of criteria to make sure that we honor these good 
friends by limiting our species choices to animals that 
we can care for properly. We always want our choices 
to reflect the commitment that the North Carolina 
Zoo has made to promote the principles of animal 
welfare, conservation, education, and visitor inspira-
tion that mean so much to all of us.

PHOTOS BY JOHN IRELAND
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Almost every article your Alive  
    magazine publishes about  
       animals has at least one  
         reference to AZA—the 

initialism for the “Association of Zoos 
and Aquariums.” The people who work 
at the Zoo or the Zoo Society toss 
these letters around so often that we 
forget how little most of our readers 
know about AZA—the premier profes-
sional organization of the world’s zoo 
and aquarium community. 

So, to help you understand why we 
talk about AZA as often as we do, we 
decided to dedicate a bit of our maga-
zine’s real estate to explain what AZA 
does and why we value it so much.

A Short Introduction
The Association of Zoos and Aquar-
iums, or AZA, crystallized in 1924 
under a different name (The American 
Association of Zoological Parks and 
Aquariums) and as an affiliate of an 
existing group of park and recreational 
executives. This relationship changed 
in 1971 when the zoo and aquarium 
branch of the mother group voted 
to form an independent, non-profit 
that would focus exclusively on the 
professional development and needs 
of organizations dedicated to the care 
and conservation of living organisms. 
Originally renamed the American Zoo 
and Aquarium Assosiation, that group 
chopped that name down to its current 
size in 1991. 

Throughout its history, AZA has 
relied on science and ethics to make 
zoos and aquariums cultural pow-
erhouses in the service of wildlife. 
This service comes in many forms as 
AZA-accredited institutions conserve 
animals and habitats, educate visitors, 
research husbandry and other welfare 
issues and promote nature-friendly 
recreational opportunities.

Who Belongs to AZA?
Currently, more than 230 institutions 
belong to AZA’s professional family.  
AZA sets the gold standard for quality 
in zoological institutions, and AZA 
Accreditation is reserved for facilities 
that meet these standards in the care 
they give their animals and the edu-
cational and recreational experiences 
they offer to visitors. Fewer than 10 
percent of the zoos and aquariums 
licensed by the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture meet the stan-
dards required for AZA Accreditation.

What Does AZA Accomplish?
Together, AZA’s powerhouse of 230 
facilities tends to the needs of more 
than 183 million visitors annually. 
And, these visitors, along with other 
private donors, government agencies, 
foundations, and corporations contrib-
ute millions of dollars each year to zoo 
and aquarium programs that support 
scientific research, conservation, and 
education. 

Together, these 230 accredited 
institutions have also built one of the 
largest and most well-funded conser-
vation movements in the world. AZA’s 
members contribute $160 million a 
year to conservation programs that 
are protecting animals in more than 
100 countries. And, these programs 
do not operate out of sight or out of 
mind because AZA accredited zoos 
engage their audiences in programs 
that explain the rationale underlying 
these conservation programs and that 
encourage people to participate in and 
support this work.

The reach and power of AZA 
accredited zoos recently created an 
intensive, well-focused conservation  

 
 
effort, called “AZA SAFE,” that is fund-
ing major conservation efforts for 10 
endangered groups of animals. SAFE 
provides facilities with clear educa-
tional goals related to these groups and 
invests in local and international ini-
tiatives to find conservation solutions 
that benefit people and animals. These 
solutions involve people in community 
projects and work with lawmakers in 
cities, states and at the federal level to 
pass laws and regulations that keep air, 
land, and water safe for people and for 
endangered species.

Back at home and inside its accred-
ited zoos, AZA provides leadership, 
training, and consultation services to 
help its members provide the best care 
possible to the animals they house. 
Along with setting standards to ensure 
the quality care of these animals, 
AZA works with member institutions 
to help them maintain genetically 
viable and sustainable populations 
of ambassador species. These exhibit 
animals captivate visitors and inspire 
them to learn about wildlife and 
provide opportunities for researchers 
to advance their understanding of the 
physical, behavioral, and psychological 
needs of these species. These zoos also 
allow zoo veterinarians to find new 
and better ways to keep wild animals 
healthy.   

This work allows zoos to exhibit 
healthy animals in humane settings—
and open up unlimited opportunities 
for scientists to explore animal behav-
iors and needs, improve veterinary 
strategies and hone field research 
techniques in settings that welcome 
friends and families to renew their 
connections with each other and with 
nature. AZA makes it possible for zoos 
to get better every day, and we are 
proud to be part of AZA’s conservation 
and education efforts.

What is 
AZA, i

Anyway?
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Among all of North Carolina’s native turtles, the  
 Common Snapping Turtle, Chelydra serpentina, is  
   arguably the most misunderstood and the most 

underappreciated. It is misunderstood because false rumors 
have tarnished its reputation, and it is underappreciated 
because these falsehoods have obscured its contributions to 
healthy aquatic communities.

A Family Album
Snapping turtles belong to a small family of specialized turtles 
that, collectively, ranges across the eastern two-thirds of 
North America, including parts of Canada. To the south, they 
spread across Central America and into northwestern South 
America. The most wide-spread species in this family, the 
Common Snapping Turtle, is also the species that resides in 
North Carolina. All the remaining members of this family are 
Alligator Snapping Turtles. Alligator Snappers live only in rivers 
and streams that flow into the Gulf of Mexico. This restriction 
confines the eastern extent of the Alligator Snapping Turtles’ 
range to sections of western Georgia and Florida. 

Fleet and Flexible
When compared with the members of other turtle families, 
snapping turtles demonstrate a somewhat surprising level  
of athletic prowess: they bend better and move faster than 
other types of turtles. Over the millennia, evolution has tin-
kered with the snappers’ protective lower (plastron) and upper 
(carapace) shells by thinning and limbering the former and 
lightening the latter. With fewer pounds to bear, flexible mid-
dles and relatively long legs, snappers stand out as long-dis-
tance speeders when compared to other members of the 
Turtle Order.  

This heightened athletic agility, coupled with the Common 
Snapping Turtle’s uncanny tolerance for cold temperatures, 
helped it become one of the most widespread turtles in the 
world. Because Common Snappers can easily remain sub-
merged for two weeks or more during a cold snap, they can 
survive in swamps, ponds, marshes and other slow mov-
ing wetlands that become far too frigid for most other turtle 
species to endure. In these hinterlands, ground not water 
temperatures determine the upper limits of the Common 
Snapper’s range. Common Snappers can only populate places 
where spring soils warm enough to incubate the eggs these 
turtles shelter in underground nests.

Family Resemblance
Big and bold, Common Snapping Turtles walk with enough 
confidence to startle almost anyone they encounter. 
Unfortunately, the turtle’s large size and cocky attitude can 
fool people into thinking that they are looking at an Alligator 
Snapping Turtle—even when the encounter takes place far 
outside that species’ range. 

Alligator Snappers do not live in North Carolina or any-
where along the eastern sea coast. Besides, to the trained eye, 
Alligator and Common Snapping Turtles look as different from 
each other as Red Foxes look from Gray ones. Once you know 
what to look for, distinguishing one from the other is easy.

To begin with, an adult Common Snapper is smaller—often 
much smaller—than an adult Alligator Snapper. Common 
Snappers rarely weigh more than 40 pounds. Alligator 
Snappers often weigh 200 pounds or more. Beyond that, 
looking down on them, their heads have different shapes. 
Common Snappers’ heads look oval; Alligator Snappers’ 
heads take on a more triangular shape, ending with pointy 
snouts. The turtles’ upper shells differ, too. Alligator Snappers 
look well-armored under their thick, bumpy carapaces. 
Common Snappers seem less formidable as their top shells 
are smoother and thinner.
 
Life History 
Historically, people have unjustly labeled all snapping turtles 
as vermin, falsely accusing them of feasting on ducklings and 
prized fish. In reality, Snappers are not that keen on either, 
preferring instead to eat crayfishes, freshwater clams, and 
other invertebrates, as well as frogs, salamanders, reptiles, 
and various aquatic plants. Now and then, a snapper will turn 
up with bits of mammals—beaver, muskrat, or rabbit—in its 
belly, but scavenging, not hunting, provided the turtle with 
these delicacies. 

Snapping turtles breed from spring well into the fall, and, 
once gravid, females set out on long, overland hikes—usually 
for a mile or more—to lay their eggs. No one understands why 
females travel so far away from water to build their nests, and 
no one, yet, has cracked the algorithm that females use to 
decide where to build their nests. This habit can have unfor-
tunate consequences because of the dangers females face 
when they have to cross roadways. 

Once a site meets with their approval, females use their hind 
legs to excavate shallow holes that will come to shelter  

The Incredible Snapping Turtle
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their eggs. Typically, females produce 25 eggs in their annual  
clutches, but nests with as few as 14 and as many as 100 eggs 
occasionally turn up. Once a female lays her eggs, she com-
pletes her motherly duties by scraping a layer of soil over her 
nest. Then, off she goes, trudging her way back to her home 
wetland without so much as a glance back toward her nest. 

If luck is with them, the eggs will draw enough protection 
and warmth from the soil to incubate on their own for 75 to 90 
days. If luck is not with them, a hungry raccoon, skunk, opos-
sum, or fox will stumble onto the nest and feast on its con-
tents. Generally speaking, carnivores eat about 75 percent of 
the annual crop of snapping turtle eggs. The lucky 25 percent 
that lives long enough to hatch must strike out on their own to 
find a place to live, food to eat and a way to avoid predators.  

A Striking Attitude 
Snapping turtles earned their names with their jaws, which are 
engineered to deliver a dangerous, and best-to-be avoided, 
defensive bite. Even juvenile snappers can bite with enough 
force to cause pain and damage. Even so, snapping turtles are 
not naturally aggressive. They are, actually, more inclined to 
be defensive. Almost always, they would rather run than fight. 

A snapper’s first response to potential danger is usually to 
search for an escape route. If that fails, it puts on a big bluff to 

try to scare its way to safety. If cornered, a snapper 
will turn to face its enemy with its carapace angled 
upward to make its body look as large as possible. 
(Sometimes, a round of noisy and noisome flatulence 
accompanies this posturing, which adds several lay-
ers of confusion and sensory overload to this already 
tense situation.)

People sometimes try to break this standoff by 
circling behind the snapper and grabbing it by its 
tail. This backhanded approach will prevent the turtle 
from landing a bite but only at the risk of inflict-
ing serious, painful and unnecessary harm to the 
turtle. Snappers’ tail vertebra lack the strength to 
sustain their body weight, so lifting them by the tail 
can cause severe spinal injuries. These injuries can 

impair the turtle’s ability to swim, maintain its balance and 
even right itself. 

The best and most humane way to claim victory in a stand-
off with a snapper is to take a cleansing breath, bravely step 
back and move far enough away to open up an escape route. 
The snapper will likely oblige you with an exceptional show of 
speed and flexibility as it makes its exit.

Conservation Status
Not a lot is known about the conservation needs of snapping 
turtles because large segments of their populations have 
never been surveyed or studied. Some states allow these 
turtles to be hunted for meat, but declining populations in 
other states have resulted in hunting bans. Recently, snapping 
turtle declines have become concerning enough that CITES 
(the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species) 
has begun monitoring international trade related to snapping 
turtles.  

In North Carolina, where it remains legal to hunt snapping 
turtles for food, the species appears to remain abundant and 
healthy. It is our hope that this situation will continue and that 
researchers will find a way to study and monitor their popula-
tions throughout the state.

John D. Groves, Curator Emeritus of Amphibians and Reptiles
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Join us Saturday, May 6, at 8 a.m. for our annual thank you 
to members for their support of the NC Zoo. Join us at the North 
American entrance for a continental breakfast!

Wake Up is free to Zoo Society members who call us (336-879-7250) 
or email (kpowell@nczoo.com) to make a reservation. Members may 
purchase tickets for their non-member guests by calling ahead. 
Tickets are $13 for adults, $11 for seniors and $9 for children. 

Admission is free for children younger than two.

Wake Up with the Animals
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2017 DESTINATIONS

Borneo 
August 4 - 17             $7,795 per person    
       (International airfare not included) 
In another cooperative venture, our luxury travel provider 
Classic Escapes has collaborated with the NC Zoo’s retired 
Director David Jones to organize a pleasure-filled trip into 
the wilds of Borneo. This excursion, which will be hosted 
by Mr. Jones and his wife Janet, will explore the exotic 
wildlife and intricate cultures that add richness and mys-
tery to life on the world’s third largest island.

 Our planners have arranged the 
Borneo itinerary to explore local 
cultures as well as natural wonders. 
While our tourists travel, lodge 
and dine in comfort, they may 
also decide to take in some of the 
world’s most remarkable scenery—
by snorkeling among Gava’s coral 
reefs or walking along the top of 
Mt. Kinabalu to admire its vistas. In 
wilderness areas, group leaders will 
lead the search for Orangutans, Proboscis Monkeys, Pygmy Elephants, and 
other rare species. 
 A post-extension trip to Sarawak is available for an additional $1,595. 

A full itinerary for this trip is available for download at the Zoo Society’s 
Website, nczoo.COM under the menu item labeled “Extraordinary Experiences.”

Brazil’s Wetland Jewel - the Pantanal
September 6 - 22                    Cost yet to be determined
In a well-planned adventure, the Zoo Society has cooper-
ated with EcoQuest Travel to put together an itinerary that 
will explore the heart of Brazil’s Pantanal. This exuberant, 
expansive ecosystem stretches over 115,000 miles and is recognized as the largest 

wetland in the world. Flush with wildlife, 
the Pantanal supports the greatest concen-
tration of wildlife found anywhere on the 
South American continent. 
 To take full advantage of the abundance and diversity of life waiting inside the Pantanal, our 
planners scheduled this trip to begin at the end of the annual dry season when the regions great-
est’s concentrations of wildlife congregate to find water along the shrunken wetland. And, to 
enhance our travelers’ appreciation of the Pantanal’s natural wonders, we have selected the Zoo’s 
leading expert on wetlands, Dustin Smith, to serve as the Zoo Host on this trip. 
 As the Zoo’s Curator of Amphibians and Reptiles, Mr. Smith is well known for his friendly and 
accessible lectures on all manner of wildlife and for his active involvement in conservation pro-
grams that serve frogs and other amphibians as well as Monarch Butterflies. 
 Travelers into the Pantanal may expect to encounter Caiman, numerous waterbirds, herds 
of Capybara, small groups of Marsh Deer and, perhaps, Anacondas at the water’s edge. This trip 
offers one of the world’s most splendid and affordable wildlife experiences. Amazing! 

A full itinerary is available for download at nczoo.com, under “Extraordinary Experiences.” 
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New Ride-and-a-Guide Program
Tour the Zoo with a Society guide! 
For the first time in its history, the NC Zoo Society is offering a 
Ride-and-a-Guide to groups of up to five people who want to 
tour the Zoo from the comfort of a golf cart.

Seasoned Zoo Society staff will drive the golf carts and 
provide insights about the Zoo’s animals, habitats and conser-
vation work. This program is intended to let our riders sit back 
and relax while we drive them between habitats.

Our Ride-and-a-Guide Tours are offered Monday through 
Friday, from October 1 through July 31. Tour numbers are 
strictly limited to five or fewer people and reservations need to 
be made two weeks in advance to allow us time to arrange for 
a guide and something to ride.

Select your tour from the options listed below. Zoo Society 
members receive a $50 discount on the quoted prices — 
Another good reason to become a member!

Ride-and-a-Guide Tour Options: 
Each tour provides a golf cart and a Zoo Society driver. 
Group size is limited to five or fewer people. Reservations are 
required and should be made two weeks in advance.

A two- to three-hour golf cart tour.       Fee: $300

A half-day tour that includes lunch served on one of the 
Society’s private decks.    Fee: $350

An all-day tour that includes lunch provided on one of the 
Zoo Society’s private decks.  Fee: $650

An all-day tour that includes lunch on a private Society 
deck and a behind-the scenes experience. Fee: $1,150

Rather Walk than Ride?
You can arrange for a guide without the ride, too, if you and 
nine friends are willing to walk. A Society guide will lead the 
way on a two-hour tour. Fee: $250

Please note:
• Zoo Society Members receive a $50 discount on listed 

prices.

• Tour schedules are based on staff availability.

• Tours offered only during the work week (Monday through 
Friday) and reservations should be made two weeks in 
advance.   

• Ride-and-a-Guide Tours are not available on weekends, on 
holidays, or in August or September.

To learn more, and to schedule your tour, please contact Karen 
Powell (336.879.7262) or Lisa Smith (336.879.7251).
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2018 DESTINATIONS

Vietnam and Cambodia - Ancient Lands of 
Natural Splendor 
Price yet to be determined.   

Tentative Itinerary available at the Zoo Society’s Web page 
nczoo.COM under “Extraordinary Experiences.”

Join our trusted partner EcoQuest Travel to explore the rich 
cultural and natural history of Vietnam and Cambodia. The Zoo’s 
highly respected Elephant Manager Erin Ivory will host this trip 
along with EcoQuest CEO David Davenport. 
 Ms. Ivory is a frequent traveler to Vietnam where she advo-
cates for elephant conservation and elephant welfare by working 
with government officials, non-profit organizations, and other 
groups. Her work takes her into the field to train park rangers 
how to use positive reinforcement to manage park elephants. 
During these training sessions, Ms. Ivory works directly with 
wild, often injured, Vietnam elephants to gain their cooperation 
in accepting medical treatment. Her knowledge, her experiences 
and her passion for elephants will provide our travelers with 
unique insights about these animals and the natural history of 
Vietnam.

 

EcoQuest CEO Dave Davenport travels to both countries bian-
nually, giving him a deep understanding of the cultural and nat-
ural history of the area. 
 Travelers will explore the rural beauty of Ninh Binh and Van 
Long, and around the bustling cities of Hanoi and Saigon, but 
the group will spend most of its time looking for wildlife in Cuc 
Phuong, Yok Don and Cat Tien national parks. Cuc Phuong is 
Vietnam’s oldest park and Yok Don, its largest. Yok Don is also 
the park where Ms. Ivory conducts much of her valuable work—
inside the park’s Dak Lak Elephant Conservation Center. 
 This trip offers extensive opportunities for our travelers to 
see, hear and understand Vietnam and Cambodia through expe-
riences that are not available to most other travelers. The North 
Carolina Zoo Society, Erin Ivory, and EcoQuest Travel invite you 
to join us as we explore the natural wonders, cultural sites and 
magical wild lands waiting inside the ancient lands of Vietnam 
and Cambodia.
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“Very Important Patron” Tours* of the Zoo
Go behind the scenes with the Zoo’s keepers to get close to the  
animals and learn about their care. These programs fill up quickly, so go online 
at www.nczoo.COM and select the “Extraordinary Experiences” menu option to 
order your tickets early. Proceeds from these events support the Zoo’s conserva-
tion programs and are tax-deductible as a donation to the NC Zoo Society, the 
private 501(c)3 that raises money for the North Carolina Zoo.
    Tour dates are subject to change or cancellation to accommodate the needs 
of the animals. All programs can also be scheduled for private groups by signing 
up online or calling 336.879.7273.

Aviary: Feed ‘em, See ‘em Trained!  - 8:15 a.m.  
Must be at least 8 years old*  $89 March 4 / April 8 / June 10 / 
     Sept.16 / Oct. 7
Bison Safari  -  1:30 p.m. 
Must be at least 8 years old*      $95  June 10 / September 23
Chimp  - 3 p.m. 
Must be at least 12 years old*  $100  April 1 / May 6 / July 29 / Oct.14
Close up with Cougars  - 1:30 p.m. 
Must be at least 8 years old*      $75 April 8 / June 24 / Aug.12 / Oct.14
Oh So Ocelot-Desert Tour 
Must be at least 9 years old*     $95 March 25 / Aug.12
Meet & Feed the Elephant  - 1:15 p.m. 
Must be at least 12 years old*    $99 April 22 / June 24 / July 22 / 
             Oct.14
Meet & Feed the Giraffes  - 5:30 p.m. 
Must be at least 6 years old*  $99  April 22 / May 6 / Aug. 26 / Oct.7
Meet & Feed the Gorilla  - 1:15 p.m. 
Must be at least 6 years old*,      $99     April 1 / July 29 / Aug.12 / Sept. 30  
at least 5’ tall       / Oct. 28
Grizzly Close Up  - 1:30 p.m.  Not ADA accessible 
Must be at least 10 years old*     $95 March 18 / July 22 / Oct.21
Backstage with Lions  - 3 p.m. 
Must be at least 12 years old*  $100    April 8 / June 24 / Sept. 23
Meet & Feed the Otters  - 11 a.m. 
Must be at least 7 years old* $95 March 11 / May 6 / July 8 / Sept. 30 
     / Oct. 21
Polar Bears and Seals  - 1:30 p.m.  Not ADA accessible  
Must be at least 12 years old*  $85 March 11 / May 6 / July 8 /  
     Aug.  5 / Sept.16
Puffin Stuff  - 1:30 p.m.   Not ADA accessible 
Must be at least 8 years old* $79    April 8 / Aug. 26 / Sept. 23 / Oct. 28
Rockin’ Rhino Barn Tour  - 10:15 a.m. 
Must be at least 6 years old $99    March 18 / April 22 / July 8 / Sept.9

Don’t see a date that works for you? Contact us to see if we can arrange a private 
tour for you and four of your favorite people. Private tours cost $500 and accept as many as 
five people per tour. Proceeds from these tours support the Zoo’s conservation programs and 
are deductible as a donation to the NC Zoo Society.

*Children younger than 15 must be accompanied by a paying adult.

Thank You X-Ray Donors

WOW! 
We Want to Trumpet a  

BIG THANK YOU  
to Everyone Who Donated  
to the Zoo’s X-ray Needs!

We were bowled over by the number 
of generous and caring people who 
responded to the emergency request we 
sent out from the Zoo’s Veterinary staff.  

Thanks to this quick and deep-pocket 
response to Dr. Minter’s call for help, 
he was able to place an order in early 
January to secure all of the X-ray equip-
ment he needs to monitor the health of 
the animals here at the Park. 

You are all the best, and we want you 
to know that we know how blessed we 
are to have you on the side of the Zoo’s 
animals. Thank you to 130 donors—both 
individual and foundation—who made 
this possible.

KEEP IN MIND ...
The North Carolina Zoo is the 
State-owned place you visit.

The North Carolina Zoo Society is 
the private non-profit that raises 
funds to help keep the Zoo great.



Dear Friends 
              of the Zoo. . .

           Finally, spring is in the air!  
We cannot wait to see you and our  
other visitors filing through the entry gates again. We have missed you,  
and the Zoo is eager to show off the new experiences it has added to the Park this year. 

When you return, for example, you will have the opportunity to climb aboard two separate  
safari buses to take different journeys back in time. By taking advantage of some cleverly inspired 
re-routing magic, these safari buses will usher you past hidden and waiting groups of animatronic 
dinosaurs. And, in the spirit of providing some old-fashion, outdoor fun, the Zoo has set out  
some paddle boats that you will be able to rent to explore the lake in North America. 

Inside the Zoo’s meeting spaces, other bigger plans have been taking shape, too, as staffers  
huddle to sketch out details for the largest expansion in the Zoo’s history. At this very early  
stage, staff is still choosing designers and consultants to help lead this process—so years of  
work still lie ahead to complete the project. But, planning has progressed enough for the  
Zoo to announce that the expansion’s first phase will bring some bouncy kangaroos  
back into the Zoo as part of a major Australian addition. 

While the Zoo presses forward with these plans, we hope you will consider making a  
spring-time gift to the Zoo Society’s annual fund. Your gift to support the Park’s  
operational needs will ensure that the Zoo has the resources it needs to manage  
this important planning process while continuing to offer exceptional educational  
and recreational opportunities to the people of North Carolina. 

Thank you for helping us keep the Zoo and its animals safe for the next generation.

Best regards,

Cheryl Turner
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Financial information about the NC Zoo 
Society and  a copy of its license are available 
from the Charitable  Solicitation Licensing 
Section at 888-830-4989.  The license is  
not an endorsement by the State.

  

9 Yes, I want to help keep the Zoo and its  
      animals safe for the next generation.
     Please accept my donation of: 
      9 $1,000    9 $500   9 $150    9 Other _________________

Name ____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________

Email__________________________________ Phone (D) __________________

Please make checks payable to the NC Zoo Society or charge to:
               9 MasterCard       9 AMEX        9 Visa       9 Discover  

Acct. No._____________________________________ Security Code _________  

Exp. Date_________ Signature ________________________________________

Mail to: NC Zoo Society; 4403 Zoo Parkway; Asheboro, NC 27205            2047-17S

DOC ID: 2017-101     ID#
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Acme-McCrary & Sapona 
Foundation

Mrs. Margaret L. Acuff
Amish Trading Post
Association of  Zoos & 

Aquariums
Mr. Warren Baecht
Bank of North Carolina
John Becton & Nancy 

Tannenbaum
Mr. & Mrs. E. S. Bessette
James M. & Ethel A. Boozer
The Borden Foundation
Ms. Leigh Bortins
Ed Bost
David & Roxanna Bottjen
The Bridge Family Foundation
BrooksPierce, L.L.P
Broyhill Family Foundation, 

Inc.
Jonathan & Megan Brubaker
Shirley  Burns
Ron & Cathy Butler
Fred E. & Jeanette D. Byerly
Paul & Anne Cain
Dan Cameron Family 

Foundation
Ms. Denise C. Campbell
The Cato Corporation
Suzanne & Adam Clark
The Donald & Elizabeth 

Cooke Foundation
Ms. Melinda Covington
Dan Thomas Body Shop
Dart Container Corporation
Robert & Katherine Davis

Ms. G. Valerie Deans
Randy & Ronda Deese
Jim & Joyce Dickerson
Disney’s Animal Kingdom
Dr. David Dorman
Keith & Barbara Drum
Jeffrey & Kerri Dudley
Dr. Jan Dye
Benny & Carolyn Eanes
William H. and Muriel J. Fox 

Endowment Fund 
B. Parks & Jane Freeze
Genie Frick
Karyl Gabriel
Mr. John Gale & Ms. Anne 

Hardcastle
Russell & Geordana Gantman
Andrew & Marieke Gillis
Mr. Anthony Gilmore & Ms. 

Vanessa de Nijs
Jody Gilmore
Glen Raven, Inc.
Brian & Patti Gordon
Donald & Pamela Gower
Philip & Jessica Guin
Tammie & Shawn Guyer
David & Mary Beth Haire
James Harper & Patricia 

O’Leary
Mrs. Susan E. Hartley
Chelsea & Dana Hartweg
J. Richard & Sybel F. Hayworth 

Foundation
Whitney & William Heard
Heart of North Carolina 

Visitors Bureau

Hickory Printing Solutions, 
LLC

High Point Furniture 
Industries, Inc.

J. Henry Hogan
Jerry & JoEllen Holder
Ms. Lois Holt
Mr. W. Jack Holt
The Humane Society of the 

U.S.
Ideacom
Ivey & Eggleston
Larry & Frieda Jessup
William & Sally Johnson
Lynn & Kathy Jones
JustUs Productions
Kelly & Cathy Kellam
Ms. Sherry A. Kellett
Mr. Thomas S. Kenan III
Richard & Elizabeth Kent
Ms. Doris Kidwell
Lisa Kirby
The Honorable Mary A. Leight
Charles & Martha Lewis
Paul & Caroline Lindsay
Mr. Frank L. Loflin
Majestic Floor Covering
Ashley & Gail McDowell
Doug & Greta McDowell
Phillip & Beverly McKinney
Bob & Bonnie Meeker
Joey & Anita Millikan
Ms. Terrie Moffitt
Mark & Patricia Molitor
Daniel & Mary Moore

Tom & Sally Moore
Barbara R. Morgenstern
Ms. Myra N. Morrison
Robert & Margaret Morrison
Wendy & Danny Mull
Scott & Mary Murkin
North Carolina Zoo
NC Zoo – Animal Division
North Carolina Bar 

Association
Nova Eye Care
Mr. & Mrs. Perry E. Nystrom
J Pearsall
Phil Morgan Pottery
Mr. JP Phinney
Playmakers Repertory 

Company
Walter & Sylvia Poole
Nancy Shannon Porter
Alan & Nancy Proia
Ms. Ann Pullium
R.H. Barringer Distributing 

Company Inc.
Randolph Communications
Randolph County
Estate of Gertrud T. Raumann
Jim & Sally Rayburn
Joan Reid & John Monty 

Montgomery
David & Tamara Robb
Mr. Richard G. Robb
Mr. Barry C. Safrit
John & Ginger Sall
Scott & Gwynne Sawicki
David & Diane Scott
Seagrove Stoneware
Robert A. Sebrosky
Amber & Jeff Short
Talmadge and Ian Silversides
Sodexo
Dr. Marian K. Solleder
Kristen & Luke Spainhour

StarPet, Inc.
State Employees Combined 

Campaign
Bill & Mary Staton
Ms. Virginia Stevenson & Mr. 

John Maguire
Strategic Alliance Group LLC/

FotoFX!
Strider Buick-GMC, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. 

Summers
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Taulbert
Ms. Rose Tharnish
the preppy possum
The Thin Green Line 

Foundation Ltd
Barbara Thode
Timothy A. Tolson, M.D.
Tom Davis Fund
Trophy Shop Gifts & Engraving
Joyce B. & Leonard Tufts
Jeff & Lesley Tyl
UNC General Alumni 

Association
Uwharrie Bank
Carolyn & Edward Vaughn
VF Corp.
Larry & Sharon Vickery
Randal Von Seggern
Wageningen Environmental 

Research (Alterra)
Stephen A. & Charlotte 

Wainwright
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen 

Wallenhaupt
Rolf & Teri Wallin
Don & Donna Wellington
Westmoreland Partners
Lee & Rebekah Westover
William C. Ethridge 

Foundation
Charles & Jenny Winston

Thank yous go out to the very generous  donors who provided gifts 
of $1,000 or more to the Society, 9-24 through 12-31-2016.

APRIL 
1 & 2  Eggstravaganza :: Watch the animals tear into 

some fancy eggs as a way to celebrate the day. A 
peek into the Zoo’s wildlife enrichment programs.

8 The Bear Necessities :: Step out of your dens at 
the same time that groggy wild Grizzlies and Black 
bears are stepping out of theirs. Bring a favorite teddy 
bear for an annual exam at the Teddy Bear Clinic. 

22 Earth Day :: Join us for our annual Party for the Planet! 
Dance to African drums and explore ways that you can 
help protect the Earth. 

29 Scales and Slippery Skin :: Get close to some live 
animals and learn how to tell a reptile from an amphibian 
by the covers they keep. 

MAY
13 Birds, Blooms and Bees :: Bring your Mom to the Zoo 

and listen to the latest buzz about the Zoo’s feathered 
friends and pretty petals.

JUNE 
3  AAZK Run Wild 5K :: Run with Zoo-
keepers to raise funds that support animal 
care at the Zoo. 
10  Kidz Palooza :: Kick off Summer with 
the Zoo Society’s second annual, family- 

friendly Palooza, packed with music, dancing, 
face painting, games, scavenger hunts, door 

prizes and food. (Not included with Zoo  
admission. Visit nczoo.COM to learn more.)
17   World Oceans Day :: Join this 

growing global celebration to protect the 
wet and wonderful world oceans. 

ZOO EVENTS 2017 
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Beginning this spring, Zoo visitors will be able to 
spice up a Zoo visit by jumping onto one or more of the 
three new rides that will operate inside the Park.

Two of the rides roll back in time by veering off 
the public tram route to pass down two waiting and 
well-hidden prehistoric paths lined with animatronic 
dinosaurs. One dinosaur patch hides in North America, 
the other lurks in Africa, and neither herd is visible to 
the general public. Travelers heading back in time will 
bounce through these hidden spaces riding in the back 
of open-air safari buses.

The Zoo’s third new ride option puts 
paddle boats on the lake for visitors to 
rent and row at their leisure. The boats 
will be available for rental by the North 
American lake.

The costs for one person to take a 
single swing through both Dino rides 
is $4, and the cost of the paddle boat 
rentals is $5. Or, for the best deal on 
wheels, visitors can pay $10 for a dated 
FUNPASS wristband that will keep them 
riding all day long. FUNPASS wearers 
can ride the Dino safari buses, the car-
ousel, and the paddle boats all day long 

and can watch and re-watch the SIMEX movie until it 
closes at the end of the day.

Tickets and wristbands must be bought on-site and 
are good for the day of purchase only. The Zoo will 
sell the Dino Ride Tickets and FUNPASS armbands 
at ticket locations near the North America and African 
entrances. Individual tickets to the Carousel and 
Theater will be sold at the Junction Plaza ticket booth. 
Individual Paddle Boat tickets will be sold at a ticket 
cart set on the Marsh Boardwalk in North America. 
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Upscaling the Corporate Membership Program
The North Carolina Zoo Society estab-
lished its Corporate Membership pro-
gram to make it easy for civic-minded 
businesses, large and small, to be 
properly recognized for making chari-
table donations in support of the North 
Carolina Zoo. We already applaud the 
generosity of our Corporate Members 
in publications shared with our 27,000 
member households and, along with 
other benefits, provide corporate 
member executives with the option to 
receive VIP passes that admit six peo-
ple and admission tickets for the North 
Carolina Zoo. 

As of March 1, the value of these VIP 
passes is going up, as Sylvan Heights 
Bird Park and the Western North 
Carolina Nature Center have both 
agreed to honor our VIP card holders 
with free admission to their institutions.

We are boosting the benefits of our 
Corporate Members in other ways, too, 
with upgraded recognition on our Web 
site and with invitations for two to four 
corporate member representatives to 
attend an annual Corporate Members 
Only special event that will include a 
close-up encounter with a Zoo animal. 

Proceeds from the Zoo Society’s 

Corporate Membership program and all 
other Zoo Society fundraising initiatives 
support the North Carolina Zoo and its 
missions in conservation, education, 
research, and recreation. We encour-
age our members to do business with 
businesses that support our Zoo.

To review a complete list of all our 
Corporate Member benefits logon to 
nczoo.COM and click on its “Corporate 
Community” menu item. 

Or, if you would like to speak to a 
person about our programs, call Susan 
Parker, Corporate Engagement Officer, 
at 336-953-0075.



Prosimians: Ring-tailed, Red-ruffed 
and Crowned Lemurs
Lemurs have longer noses and smaller brains 
than most Primates do, but they still belong 

to the Primate Order. If you 
watch them for just a little 
while, you should be able 
to see them bounce through 

the trees, using their grasping Primate hands to steady them as they go.

Where to See Them? On Cato Lemur Island near the Aviary.

Monkeys: Hamadryas Baboons
Currently, Hamadryas Baboons are the only monkeys living at our 
Zoo. Like typical monkeys, Hamadryas Baboons normally walk on 
all fours, but sometimes, they will grab a handful of food or rocks, 
and stand upright to run or walk on two feet. Like all monkeys, 
Hamadryas Baboons have tails. 

Where to See Them? The baboon exhibit is next to the Pavilion 
in Africa.

Great Apes: Gorillas and Chimpanzees
Two different kinds of great apes have a 
home at the North Carolina Zoo, Gorillas and 
Chimpanzees. Like all great apes, Chimps 
and Gorillas have faces that resemble monkey 
faces, but apes differ from monkeys in several 

Scientists like to lump similar objects or 
animals together into categories as a way to make 
complex groups easier to understand. One of the 
best known lumping systems in biology uses ani-
mals’ features to sort them into groups. Some of 
these groups are large, like putting all animals with 
feathers into the bird group. And, some of the groups 
are small, like the ones that contain only cats or dogs 
or elephants.  

One of these groups, the Primates, holds several 
animals that you can see at the North Carolina Zoo. 

The following paragraphs tell you a little bit about 
each of these primates. On your next visit, see if you 
can find them all.

But to start, you need to know that one of the 
easiest ways to recognize a Primate is to see if an 
animal has hands. Primates have real hands, not 
paws. Their flexible fingers have nails, instead of 
claws, and each hand has its own truly amazing 
thumb. These thumbs make Primates hands nimble 
enough to peel bananas, swing on branches, throw 
rocks, dig holes, and climb trees. 

What Makes a Primate?

The Primates You Can See at the North Carolina Zoo

chimp

crowned *

red-ruffed #

ring-tailed *
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» 2017 « 
 Zoo and Zoo Society

Science Camps
The Society began accepting applications for all of its 2017 
camps on December 1. Applications are accepted over the Inter-
net at nczoo.COM and by mail. All or nearly all of camp tuition 
costs are tax-deductible as a donation to the NC Zoo Society. 

Veterinary Science Camps
The Zoo’s Veterinary Camps introduce young people to dif-
ferent aspects of veterinary medicine, especially as they apply 
to working in a zoo. Sessions are held in the Zoo’s veterinary 
hospital and are taught by Zoo veterinary staff. Learn more at 
nczoo.COM. Twenty-two campers are accepted for each camp. 
JUNIOR VETERINARY CAMPS:  May 13—Coeducational,  
August 19—Coeducational (Suitable for rising 7th–9th graders)
SENIOR VETERINARY CAMPS:  June 16, 17, 18—Girls 
only; July 14, 15, 16—Coeducational  (Suitable for rising 10th 
graders to college freshmen)

Wild Animal Science Camps 
These hands-on camps explore careers related to protecting and 
conserving rare and endangered species and studying free-rang-
ing animals in the wild. Campers attending either of the two-
day camps spend the night camping inside the Park. Classes are 
taught by Zoo Conservation Biologists and Society Education 
Staff. Learn more at nczoo.COM. Sixteen campers are accepted 
for each camp. All field camps are coeducational.
JUNIOR FIELD CAMPS: May 20—One-day, Coeducational; 
June 10-11— Two-days, Coeducational (Suitable for rising 6th 
graders through 9th graders)
SENIOR FIELD CAMP: June 3-4—Coeducational (Suitable 
for rising 10 graders to college freshmen)

Shadow a Veterinarian 
Once a month, the Zoo offers the opportunity for two people to 
shadow Senior Veterinarian Dr. Jb Minter for an entire morning 
while he makes rounds inside the Zoo. When rounds are com-
pleted, join Dr. Minter and his staff for lunch and then enjoy a 
golf cart tour of the Zoo. Dates are flexible and are arranged on 
mutually agreed upon Saturdays. 
      Visit nczoo.COM to learn more.

To register or for more information, visit nczoo.com or 
email jparker@nczoo.com.

ways. For one thing, apes do not have tails. 
For another, apes have really long arms, 
which means that they stand more upright 
when they walk. 

Where to See Them? The Gorilla Habitat 
is located between the Aviary and the 
Pavilion. The Chimpanzee Habitat is down-
hill from the Gorilla’s Forest Glade Habitat 
and sits next to the Lion Habitat. 

Humans: People
People are Primates, too! Just look at those 
remarkable thumbs of yours if you have any 
doubts about being a Primate. 

Where to See ... Ourselves? Almost 
everywhere—except inside one of the Zoo’s 
wild animal habitats.

gorilla

chimp
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

The NC Zoo Society is your
bridge to more than a Zoo visit.
We make you a partner in the
Zoo’s global efforts to support

• Animal well-being
• Conservation   
• Education
• Field Work
• Research

And we welcome you into a
family that cares about nature.

4403 Zoo Parkway
Asheboro, NC 27205
www.nczoo.com
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DINOS!
Returning to  
the Zoo this  
Spring!

Read more about  
the return of the 
dinos on page 17.
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