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The North Carolina Zoo is open every day of the year, except on Christmas Day.
Summer hours begin on April 1 and extend from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Standard admission
prices are $10 for adults, $8 for seniors and $6 for children. Winter hours begin
November 1 and extend from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Zoo Society members and registered
North Carolina school groups are admitted free. The Zoo offers free parking, free tram
and shuttle service, picnic areas, visitor rest areas, food service and gift shops.

For information, call 1-800-488-0444. 

The Zoo is a program of the N.C. Department of Environment and Natural Resources.
The North Carolina Zoological Society is the non-profit organization that supports the
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p.m. For information, please call 336-879-7250 or logon to the Society’s Web page at
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T
he Zoo’s thriving art collection holds 40 pieces,
including 31 mostly-bronze sculptures and several
paintings and mosaics. From a monetary perspec-

tive, the collection’s value exceeds $1.6 million. From an
aesthetic viewpoint, its value is harder to measure.

On busy days, the more attractive pieces gather larger
crowds. Even after they disperse, these crowds leave

evidence of their passing. Their hands and fingers erase
the patina from the most popular bronzes. In winter and 

fall, the tips of their ears, horns, tails and trunks glisten
like polished medals from the year’s wear.

These sculptures, and the emotions they evoke, owe their lives to the complementary
interplay of artists and donors. The pieces take form when both sets of individuals
combine their gifts to complete the objects that come to tug on visitors’ hearts.

Science lives at the Zoo, too, but in the shadows. Out of sight, Zoo researchers tag
and track native animals. Under bushes and behind logs, Box Turtles, Rattlesnakes and
Copperheads beam out radio signals to mark their locations. Across the state and in
Africa, staff surveys the plight of Hellbenders and monitors Red Wolves, African
Elephants and Cross River Gorillas where they live. 

Unlike the art, this science draws its livelihood mostly from foundations, especially
as the species in need grow smaller or shift their body coverings from fur to scales.
Cool heads, not warm hearts, see the need to protect species that are short on charisma
and long on ecosystem contributions.

Together, the donations from foundations and individuals enrich the Zoo. Art fattens
its spirit, evoking joy and plucking the emotional strings that link people to the wild.
Science feeds its mind, satisfying the very human need to understand and care for the
world.

Together, these two perspectives align staff and visitors on a path to find ways and
means to conserve nature and all of her complex components. Art and science work
together to prepare us to  protect nature’s joys in our world. 

A mission of art, science, and religion alike is to teach us 

to see the beauty in everything that’s true, not just in what

also happens to be pretty. ~Timothy Ferris

The Interplay of Art and Science



Dr.�David�M.�Jones

Director�
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American Bison, Donna Dobberfuhl, 
Bronze Sculpture

by Diane Villa
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•Bushbaby
J.Tucker Baily

 

•White Rhino
Johnpaul Harris

   
 

  
  

  

 

Everything in 

creation has its 

appointed painter 

or poet and remains 

in bondage, like the 

princess in the fairy tale, ’til 

its appropriate liberator 

comes to set it free.

~Ralph Waldo Emerson

    

      

s      
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A RT  I N  T H E  PA R K :



 

•Extinct
Bird Garden

 
 

•Chimpanzee
Troupe (one of 6)
Bart Walters

•Extinct Bird Garden
Jim Hirschfield 
& Sonya Ishii

•Ganasia
Donna Dobberfuhl

  

   

  

    

    

      

   

    

  

Anyone who says  

you can’t see a thought  

simply doesn’t know art.  

~Wynetka Ann Reynolds     

Art is when you 

hear a knocking 

from your soul— 

and you answer.  

~Star Richés
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God is really 

only another artist. 

He invented the giraffe, 

the elephant and the cat.  

He has no real style. He 

just goes on trying

other things.

~Pablo Picasso 

The aim of every 

artist is to arrest motion, 

which is life, by artificial means and hold it fixed 

so that a hundred years later, when a stranger 

looks at it, it moves again,

since it is life.  

~William Faulkner

a cer
tain

 

 

What art o
ffer

s is
 

       

•Mbashiri
Bill Rankin

•Agama Lizard
Chris Gabriel

  
 

     
 

 
  

•Uwharrie 
Vision
Herb Parker
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ce—

for the spirit.    ~John Updike

 

 
 

•Spalanzani’s Generator 
Pete Beeman

• Hippo Pod (one of 4)
Meg White

•Hummingbird Garden
Jim Gallucci 
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American Bison [cover]
Donated by Bob and Bonnie Meeker

Bushbabies 
[IFC, contents, p.2]
Donated by Bob and Bonnie Meeker

White Rhino [p.2]
Donated by Bob and Bonnie Meeker

Chimpanzee Troupe [p.3]
Donated by Bob and Bonnie Meeker

Extinct Bird Garden [p.3, 10]
Donated by the artist

Ganasia [p.3]
Donated by Ross Bulla and Shad Spencer

Agama Lizard [ p.4]
Donated by Bob and Bonnie Meeker

Mbashiri [p.4]
Donated by Bob and Bonnie Meeker

Uwharrie Vision [p.5]
Donated by Friends and Family of 
Wes Moser

Spalanzani’s Generator  [p.5]
Donated by Bob and Bonnie Meeker

Hummingbird Garden  [p.5]
Donated by Emily B. Ettinger

Hippo Pod  [p.5   ]
Donated by Bob and Bonnie Meeker

Thank Yous...
go out to the very generous donors who provided gifts of  $1,000 or more to the Society May 1 through August 31, 2008.
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ZOO happenings

Upcoming Zoo & Zoo Society Events for 2009
Special Program in the Planning: 
Snakes on Plains – Track a radio-tagged rattlesnake with

Curator of Amphibians and Reptiles John Groves. 
Geology Rocks – Join a rock hound’s look at the Zoo and a

hike up Ridges Mountain.
Wild Turtle Tracking – Meet the Zoo’s Veterinarian to learn

radio telemetry and hunt down a radio-tagged wild turtle.
Veterinary Hospital and Wildlife Rehabilitation Tour –

Visit behind the scenes with veterinary staff to learn about
wild animal care.

ZOO EVENTS are for everyone and, unless otherwise
noted, are free with the price of admission. For additional
information call 1.800.488.0444

APR    IL  
ZooFling! Every weekend! A roaring look at wild lifestyles.

4 Feast of the Beast

11 Eggstravaganza

18 & 19 Earth Day 
Celebration

25 Creature Comforts

MAY
9 & 10 Birds & Blooms – Celebrate International Migratory

Bird Day. Bring Mom to the Zoo for Mother’s Day.

16 & 17 Save our Snakes – Learn about native snakes &
their important role in nature.

SOCIETY EVENTS & PROGRAMS are for members
and their guests. For more information click on Events
at nczoo.com. Call 888.244.3736 to register.

MARCH 
[Date TBD] Frog Walk*– 6:30-8

p.m. Join us to learn about frogs
and toads living wild at the Zoo.
Member fees: $4 for children and
adults. Non-members fees: $5 for
children and adults. We will begin
taking reservations on February 1. 

APRIL 
4 Wake Up With the Animals* – Our annual early-

morning opening and breakfast thank you for Society
members.  The Zoo will open for Society members (and
their guests) at 8 a.m.

GeoCaching* – A class about using Global Positioning
System technology and the Internet to explore the world.
Online Learning Coordinator Mark MacAllister leads this
class into the Park every year, showing families how to
find their way with GPS. Member fees: $5 per person. 
(We have GPS devices to loan for the class.)

MAY 
16 Spring Zoo Snooze – A members-only sleepover for

parents and their children, ages 7-12. Zoo Snooze begins
Saturday at 6:30 p.m. and ends Sunday at 9 a.m. Dinner,
snacks and breakfast are included. Fee: $100 for one
parent and one child, $30 for each additional child. 

Wear a WOW! button and join the Zoo’s push
to keep you—and wildlife—safe on roadways.

When you pin on a WOW! button, you make
a fashion statement that speaks volumes
about your commitment to the well
being of animals and people.  
Go to www.nczoo.com to purchase 

5 WOW buttons for $6.75 or 10 for $12.50
(includes shipping). 

The buttons will arrive with pledge sheets to
sign and to share. Proceeds from the button
sales will fund programs to help native wildlife. 

An N.C. Zoo protection
program.

FO
R

Sign up for the Zoo Society’s monthly Z-mail or visit www.nczoo.com and click on Events to get the most up to date information
on special events. *Reservations are required. For Society Member programs, call 336-879-7250 to make a reservation. We begin
taking member reservations six weeks before an event.



J
ust about everyone in the United States has encoun -
 tered a Box Turtle. They are those high-domed, slow-
walking wanderers that plod across our yards, through

neighborhoods and alongside or, too often, across roadways.
All six of the world’s Box Turtle species live in the United

States or Mexico. The United States has two species. One,
the Ornate Box Turtle (Terrapene ornate) lives mostly west of
the Mississippi River. The second species, the Common Box
Turtle (Terrapene carolina), ranges from the East Coast west
into Texas and dips slightly into northern Mexico. 

Across this wide range, with its varying terrains and cli-
mates, the Common Box Turtle divides into six subspecies.
Each exhibits its own, slightly different set of characteristics.
One of these subspecies—the Eastern Box Turtle (Terrapene
carolina carolina)—is arguably the most famous of the Box
Turtles. Its members lumber throughout most of the eastern
United States and liv e in every county in North Carolina. 

Among wild animals, Box Turtles grab most of the charisma
allotted to reptiles. Kids love them. Kind drivers lift them over
centerlines and onto shoulders. Even skittish city dwellers
find them cute. Yet, despite their broad appeal, Box Turtles
seem to be in decline from pollution, traffic and habitat loss.

Box Turtles at Home
Several years ago, the Zoo began a long-term study of its

resident Eastern Box Turtles. So
far, we have collected

natural history,
population and

home range
information

on more
than

370 local Box Turtles. To our surprise, our data 
suggest that more than 3,000 wild Box Turtles live on the 
Zoo site.

Zoo staff gives us these data by being mindful of their driv-
ing in the Park. By adopting careful driving habits, our staff
has become quite good at seeing and retrieving turtles walk-
ing on or near the roads. The employees deliver these turtles
to me or to zoo keepers working at Streamside or the Desert.
We measure, weigh and mark each captured turtle and enter
its data—along with other information—in a database dedi-
cated to the Zoo’s turtle population. 

Then we send the turtles back where they came from and
use the information to try to unravel the secrets of their lives.
When do they move? Where do they go? How much land do
they need? What are their ages? What are their sexes? How
do they spend their time? 

To figure out more details of their private lives, we glued
tiny radio transmitters on three wild Box Turtles. Keepers
track these turtles regularly, using their transmissions to map
movements and home ranges and to speculate on how the
turtles spend their time. We use these data to ensure that
new exhibits or programs will not harm the spaces and
habitats that the local turtles depend on. 

Nationwide Turtle Talks
We also take turtle conservation off the Zoo grounds.
Every two to three years, we organize symposiums
that bring researchers, educators, wildlife biologists
and managers together to talk about ways to coun-
teract issues affecting turtles in different parts of
the country. We hope to keep these symposiums
going, so that we can continue to develop mean-
ingful conservation programs for Box Turtles.  

One such program engages 
private citizens in doing science by
asking them to record when and
where they encounter Box Turtles
on roads, in neighborhoods, inside
forests, on hiking trails or anywhere

else. Researchers use these data to
draw current, accurate boundaries on

FIELD
     

The B x Turtle 

Eastern Box Turtle 
(Terrapene�carolina�carolina)
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Box Turtle range maps and gauge how densely populated
these ranges are.

By comparing recently-collected data to museum records,
wildlife managers gauge trace changes to turtle distribution,
can identify places of high turtle mortality and can suggest

interventions that may protect remaining
Box Turtles. For example,
researchers can recommend
where protective measures
should be taken to reduce the
number of Box Turtles being killed
on a specific road. 

Symposium participants also
work together to list and imple-
ment action steps to protect
Box Turtle populations with
special needs.

We have held three
symposiums

already, and an
ad hoc committee

is planning more.
This committee makes
its work known on a Web
site, called Box Turtles
in Trouble (www.box-
turtlesintrouble.org
/index.html). 

Tarheel Turtles
Recently, biologists with UNC-
Greensboro, Davidson College, N.C.
State Parks, N.C. Wildlife Resources
Commission and the Zoo have started a new
statewide program to gather information on Box
Turtles. The program will involve state parks and environ-
mental centers in monitoring their Box Turtle populations. 

Currently, 16 environmental facilities and state parks from
every region of the state (the mountains, the piedmont, the
sandhills and the coastal plain) have joined this program,
called the Box Turtle Connection. 

To participate, individuals must attend training sessions
and learn a standard protocol for collecting and recording
Box Turtle information so that all the data can be combined
into a single study. These findings will go to the N.C. Wildlife

Resource Commission to help their biologists protect and
manage Box Turtles throughout the state. It will also alert
biologists about problems that develop with this species in
the future. The combined data will also make
more information about Box
Turtles known, faster, to more
people, as the program builds. 

This group also has plans to take
educational programs across
the state to help

people under-
stand the plight
of this popular
animal and to
explain how it
contributes to our
own well being.
These programs
will illustrate how
Box Turtle losses

relate to factors
that also harm

the economic
stability of

North Carolina
families. We hope

that these programs
will help us build 

scientific literacy and
ecosystem awareness

in state communities while
they still have time to protect

their ecological resources. While
this program will focus on Box

Turtles, it will also link their situation
to the needs of people as well as
other wildlife. 

Leaning on Box Turtles
We believe that Box Turtles have the power to pull North
Carolina’s citizens to a new level of environmental aware-
ness. We plan to use the turtles’ charisma to draw people
back to nature and to inspire them to protect the natural
resources that turtles and people need to enjoy a good 
quality of life.  JOHN D. GROVES, CURATOR, AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES

CONNECTION
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TRAVEL SAFARI

Chart a course for adventure in 2009
Journey to Costa Rica
February 18 - 29 $3,995
Catch a bird’s-eye glimpse of a rainforest from an aerial
tram and get in touch with your inner fish as you glide
down the waterways crisscrossing Tortuguero National Park
and Cano Negro Wildlife Refuge. Raft Class I and II rapids on
the Sarapiqui River, watch lava flow from Arenal Volcano,
visit nearby hot springs and search for rainbows and
Quetzals in the Monteverde Cloud Forest. An optional exten-
sion to Carara Biological Reserve and Manuel Antonio
National Park is available. 

South Africa’s Grandest Park
July 3 - 17 *$6,595 (land only)
Botswana’s Tuli Circle and Kruger National Park, the grand
lady of Africa’s wildlands, mark the high points on this 14-
day safari across southern Africa. Table Mountain, Cape
Point, Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens and the Cheetah
Outreach Center are included on the itinerary, too. As an
added attraction, several segments of the Zoo’s news pro-
gram, Zoo FileZ, will be filmed along the way. An optional
visit to Victoria Falls is available.

America’s National Parks
July 22 - August 6 $3,967
A 16-day tour, by motor coach, to America’s most acclaimed
Parks—Yellowstone, Grand Teton, Arches, Monument Valley,
Grand Canyon, Bryce Canyon and Zion. Las Vegas and Salt
Lake City are on the itinerary, too. Price includes 15 nights
lodging, 26 meals, airfare and taxes. (Airfare cost may fluc-
tuate until payment is complete.)

Whales & Wilderness in Alaska
August 8 - 16 *starting at 4,649
Slip down Alaska’s Inside
Passage with Executive
Director Russ Williams as
he leads his fifth trip
north to Alaska. The 166-
foot Spirit of Discovery
will take guests where
large cruise ships dare
not go. An extension is
available to spend four days exploring Anchorage, Denali
National Park and Fairbanks. 

   |ALL PRICES BASED ON DOUBLE-OCCUPANCY.

* PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE AIRFARE.
For more information, e-mail sgee@nczoo.com or call 336-879-7253.



Dive into your holiday shopping and make a splash for the

future by adopting the N.C. Zoo’s popular Polar Bear. Adoption

proceeds will help the Zoo improve this exhibit and bring in

more Polar Bears to start a breeding program.

Each $45 adoption arrives with a 14-inch plush Polar Bear, a

Polar Bear photo and a personalized adoption certificate. 

Boost your adoption price to $500 or more, and we will

arrange to take you behind the scenes at Polar Bear, where

you can meet the bear’s keepers!

Name to Appear on the Polar Bear Adoption Certificate

_________________________________________________________

Mail to:   � Recipient     � Buyer

Recipient’s Name ___________________________________________

Recipient’s Address _________________________________________

City________________________________ State______ Zip ________

Phone___________________ E-mail ___________________________

Buyer’s Name ______________________________________________

Buyer’s Address ____________________________________________

City________________________________ State______ Zip ________

Phone___________________ E-mail ___________________________

Gift message_______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Packages will be mailed on December 8, unless otherwise specified

here _____________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to N.C. Zoo Society
Or charge to:

� MasterCard     � AMEX     � Visa     � Discover

Account Number____________________________________________

CVN Code_______________________ Expiration Date_____________

Signature _________________________________________________

Please print clearly and mail to:  

N.C. Zoo Society
4403 Zoo Parkway
Asheboro, NC 27205

Order on the Web at www.nczoo.com or call toll free at (888) 244-3736.

Adoption Form

TO
M

 G
IL

LE
SP

IE

Take the Plunge...
Adopt a 
Polar
Bear!
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The Artist as Donor
Most of the N.C. Zoo’s outstanding permanent, public
art collection exists because of generous patrons like
Bonnie and Bob Meeker—the good friends we talked
about in the summer issue of Alive. But some of the
patrons are the artists themselves. The�War�Memorial:

Memorial�to�Extinct�Species is a series of metal sculp-
tures set in the patch of forest between the Aviary and
African Pavilion. The group arrived at the Zoo as a gift

from the artists Jim Hirschfield and Sonya
Ishii. The couple made the gift after

Duke Medical Center decommis-
sioned the pieces. 

The Society gratefully
accepted the sculptures, which
resonate with its—and the
Zoo’s—missions of conserva-

tion. The metal structures
stand cold and silent to

remind visitors of what they
lose when extinction claims
another species. 

A wide community of artists
support the Zoo more directly
by donating their works to Zoo
To�Do—the Society’s long-
standing (25 years now) din-
ner, dance and auction. Some
of these individual works have
garnered sales of $5,000 or
more in the live auction.
Working in concert with one
another, these donated works
have raised hundreds-of-
thousands of dollars for the
Zoo to invest in new exhibits,
(including the new elephant
and rhinoceros exhibits), ani-
mal enrichment projects and a
great deal more.

We owe a great deal of
thanks to the artists who
donate their works in support

of nature and the Zoo. 
Thank you.

RUSS WILLIAMS, 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

RUSSling’s Passing the Buck

For 24 years now, this donor has honored the Zoo Society
with an annual gift. He also belongs to the Lion’s Pride, a
group of Society supporters who have made provisions
for the Zoo Society in their wills.

This donor also set up a charitable gift annuity for the
Zoo Society some years back. He is not retired yet, so he
has deferred accepting any income from this annuity for a
few years from now, when he may settle into retirement.

Originally, he placed $10,000 in the annuity—an
amount that has grown significanly larger over time.
When he begins drawing on the annuity, he will receive
regular payments—to supplement his income—through-
out his lifetime. At his death, any remaining money (esti-
mated to be at least 50 percent of the original $10,000,
adjusted for inflation) will go to the Society to support
Zoo programs.

In this lifetime, he also received another benefit: a tax
deduction from the gift portion of this arrangement. The
tax break came early, when he turned the $10,000 over to
the Greater Greensboro Community Foundation. This
group handles gift annuities for the Society.

He made his gift because he is committed to the mis-
sions of his Zoo and because he wanted to test a product
and confirm that it was something he would willingly 
recommend to others. He is pleased with the annuity—
and I know, because I am this donor. 

RUSS WILLIAMS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

For Goodness Sake
If you are still searching for some special holiday gifts,
you may want to consider choices that help the world,  as
well as to please a person. Below are a few suggestions
for spreading sustainable joy:

• Give a family a membership that everyone can enjoy
together. N.C. Zoo memberships are great—and so are
memberships to the National Parks ($80 and up), the
Morehead Planetarium ($60 and up), The Greensboro
Nature Science Center ($75 and up), the N.C.
Aquariums ($50 and up) and other museums and parks.

• Give your time—it costs you nothing, you are the only
person who has it and it will please all who love you.

• Search out organic and fair-trade products so that your
gifts protect the environment and honor humanity. The
N.C. Department of Environment and Natural
Resources’ Web site posts a Shopping Guide
(www.eenorthcarolina.org/consumer.htm) that ranks
products and services to help you support green busi-
nesses. You can even download the guide to your iPod.



O R D E R  YO U R S  TO DAY !

Quantity _______ x $24.99 ea. = Total Payment _________
Name____________________________________________
Address__________________________________________
City _____________________________________________
State ____________________ Zip_____________________
Phone ___________________________________________

Make check payable to N.C. Zoo Society, or charge to: 
� Visa   � MasterCard   � AmEX   � Discover

Account No. ______________________________________
Security Code______________  Expiration Date __________
Signature_________________________________________
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A Society exclusive,
Year of the Frog
ornament, handcrafted 
in porcelain by North
Carolina artist Chris
Gabriel. The $24.99 price
includes the member’s
discount and shipping.
Available by mail, phone or online:

4403 Zoo Parkway, Asheboro,
NC 27205; 888-244-3736 or
www.nczoo.com.

 2008 Holiday Ornament LimitedEdition

Please check the membership* you want to give:
� Individual: $47 (One member) 

� Individual Plus: $52 (One member and a guest) 

� Family: $66 (Two adults living at the same address and their
children younger than 18)

� Family Plus: $76 (Family can bring a guest on each visit.) 

� Zookeeper: $185 (Family can bring two guests on each visit.)

� Curator: $310 (Same as Zookeeper and admits three guests)

� Lifetime Membership: $1510 (Lifetime Family benefits, 10
guest passes a year and invitations to Life Member events.)

*Pricing reflects holiday packing.

If this gift is a family or higher level membership,
please tell us:
a. The name of the second adult in the new family; 
b. The number of minor children (younger than 18) included in

the membership. These may be the number of children in
the household ______ OR the number of grandchildren of
the new member ______.

What’s In Your Stocking?
Make a friend a member and give her, him or a whole family a full year 
of fun at the N.C. Zoo. Gift memberships include all the regular benefits—
free or discounted admission to 150 zoos and aquariums across America,
the Alive magazine, invitations to special events and more—plus an
adorable plush seal to announce your gift.

Celebrate the season with a gift that will help wildlife and share joy 
with a friend. 

Place your order by mail, using the form below, or order online
(www.nczoo.com) or by phone (336-879-7250).

Gift Memberships are mailed 
on December 8, unless otherwise specified here: __________________

Send Gift Membership package to: � Me  � Recipient

Please indicate if this gift is for: � Christmas � Hanukkah � Other_____________

Message you want included: ____________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Gift is from___________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ________________________________________________________

Home Phone__________________________ Work Phone_____________________

E-mail Address _______________________________________________________

Gift is for ____________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ________________________________________________________

Home Phone__________________________ Work Phone_____________________

E-mail Address _______________________________________________________

Payment type:  � MasterCard   � VISA  � AmEX  � Discover

Credit Card# ___________________________________ CVN Code ____________

Exp. Date ___________ Signature ________________________________________

Hat & marbles
not included
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SIGNATURE SPONSOR

Randolph Telephone

$5,000 
BB&T 
NeoNova Network Services, Inc.
Piedmont Printing 

$2,500
Asheboro Elastics Corporation 
Asheboro Paper & Packaging, Inc. 
B.B. Walker Foundation
Calix
CommunityOne
Progress Energy 

$1,500
Anesthesia of Randolph County
Asheboro Recycling 
Carolina Bank 
Carolina Pharmacy 
Central Carolina Women’s Center 
Clapp’s Convalescent Nursing Home 
Coltrane Luck Realty – Walker & 
Joanne Moffitt 
Edward Jones 
Engergizer
Hanesbrands, Inc. 
HumanCentric Technologies, Inc. 
Ink N’ Stitches 
Klaussner Home Furnishings 
Scott & Marilyn Lea 
McDowell Lumber Co. 
Nortel Networks 
Pugh Funeral Home 
Pyramid Services, Inc. 
Randolph Hospital 
Southern Piedmont Surgical Specialists 

SunTrust 
Technimark, Inc. 
The Timken Company 
Wachovia Bank 

$1,000
Pat & Howard Burkart 
Coldwell Banker – The Real Estate 
Shoppe 
EMBARQ 
First Bank 
Garco, Inc. 
Hampton Inn 
Greg & Ginny Hunter 
Insurance Associates of the Triad 
It’s Leather, Inc. 
J.D Wilkins Co., LLC 
Pamela Potter 
Randolph Bank & Trust 
Randolph Oil/Short Stop
Security Savings Bank
Shaw Enterprises, LLC 
Sir Pizza of Asheboro 
Surgical Associates of Asheboro 
U.S. Trust, Bank of America Private 
Wealth Management 
Russ Williams & Ann Lynch 
Drs. Brandon & Amy Williams 
Judy Younts 

$500
Bank of America
Big Deal Shoes/John Merrill's

Menswear
Clark Bell, Lawyer
Burge Florist
Carillon Assisted Living of Asheboro

Chandler Concrete Company
Deep Blue Investments
Deep River Rehabilitation 
E.F.I.
Elastic Therapy, Inc. 
Fidelity Bank
Richard & Susan Garkalns
Hodges Family Practice
Bill & Ann Hoover
J.H. Allen, Inc. 
Ken & Linda Leonard
Malt-O-Meal
Myrick Construction
Oliver Rubber
Prevo Drug, Inc. 
Mr. J.M. Ramsay, Jr.
Randolph Electric Membership

Corporation
Randolph Mall
RE/MAX Central Realty
Riazzi Rhyne Investment Group of

Wachovia Securities
Ridge Funeral Home
Sharrad McGee
Star Telephone Membership

Corporation
Tank & Tummy/Valvoline Express Care
Triad Corrugated Metal
Yadkin Valley Telephone Membership

Corporation 
Wright of Thomasville

SPECIAL THANKS
Dave Aiken
Dart Container
Asheboro Paper & Packaging, Inc. 
Beane Signs 

Hunsucker Printing Company, Inc. 
Jimmy Leonard III 
Lowe’s Home Improvement Center 
United Country, Rogers Auctioneers,

Inc. 
Montgomery Community College 
NeoNova Network Services, Inc. 
Pepsi Bottling Ventures 
PIP Printing 
Reddy Ice, Inc. 
Silver Eagle, LLC 
State of the Art 
Becky Tarlton 
The Courier-Tribune 
The Plant Shoppe 
Tom’s Creek Nursery 
Villa Photography

LIVE AUCTION DONORS
A&H Art & Stained Glass Co. 
Asheboro Honda
Avery Pottery & Tileworks
Edge Barnes
Cady Clay Works
Chris Campbell Pottery  
Classic Escapes
Donna Craven  
Dirtworks Pottery
Mike Durham
Mike Ferree     
Paul Frehe
H.A.T. underground  
Dwight Holland  
Bill & Ann Hoover 
Joel Hunnicutt 
Daniel Johnston
Dr. & Mrs. David Jones
Chris Luther Pottery 
Michael Mahan 
McCanless Pottery 
Montgomery Community College
Phil Morgan Pottery
Leon Nichols  
North Carolina Zoo Animal Division 
North Carolina Zoo Society
Ben Owen Pottery
Primitive Knife Artworks   
Seagrove Stoneware
Schneider Stone, Inc.  
Sodexho
Lenton Slack 
Jim Spires  
Charlie Tefft Pottery 
Thomas Pottery 
Turtle Island Pottery 

Thank you!
We extend our thanks to all the people and places 
that made Zoo To Do a roaring success.
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SILENT AUCTION DONORS
FOOD, FUN

& ENTERTAINMENT
A Cleaner World 
Angus Barn 
Anna’s Jams and Jellies  
Asheboro Health & Fitness 
Asheboro Nissan 
Bed & Breakfast at Laurel Ridge 
Nancy Bell 
Bistro Sofia
Bonaventura Glass Creations
Boyce & Barbara Ballard
Cakes by Cindy 
Cabot Creamery Cooperative
Caryl’s Pool & Christmas Shoppe 
Celebration Station 
Chick-fil-A 
Chili’s 
Comfort Suites Airport 
Tommy Davis 
Roseanne Del Mastro 
Dillard’s of Asheboro
EMBARQ 
Embassy Suites Hotel – Greensboro

Airport 
Gate City Chop House 
Brian Gordon 
Grand Prix Greensboro 
Green Gorilla Soap Factory 
Green Hill Center for North Carolina

Art 
Greensboro Symphony Orchestra 
Nat Harris 
Guardian Self Storage
High Point Bowling Center 
Hyatt Place 
Inn at Bingham School 
Dr. & Mrs. David Jones
Legacy Paddle Sports
Lowes Home Improvement 
Lulugroove 
Dr. David Malin
Scottie Michelle 
Nantahala Outdoor Center 
North Carolina Zoological Society 
Odd Designs 
Patti’s Ragg Baggs 
Phillips Brothers Country Hams, Inc. 
Sara Ruth Phipps 
Pinewood Country Club 
Proximity Hotel 
Purgatory Mountain Crafts 
Quotables 
Randolph Center for Dental Excellence 
Randolph-Asheboro YMCA 
Rock-Ola 

Sagebrush Steakhouse & Saloon  
Sport’s Attic 
Kurt & Patty Sullivan
Summit Laser & Cosmetic Center 
Taste of Asia 
Taste of Thai
The Bed and Bike Inn
The Exchange Banquet & Meeting Hall 
The Gingerbread House 
The North Carolina Shakespeare 
Festival 
Thistle Meadow Winery 
Total Fitness 
Toys & Co. 
Trophy Shop-Gifts & Engraving 
Wachovia 
Weathervane Winery 
Charles West 
Westbend Vineyard 

ADVENTURES, 
ART & HOME DECOR

Valerie Abbott 
Amazing Grace Art Studio 
Amish Trading Post 
Rusty Angel 
Asheboro Nissan 
Ashley Albright Foundation
Ashley Fetner Photographer
Talmadge & Sara Baker
Blue Rhino 
Braxton Culler, Inc. 
Century Furniture Showroom
Martha Crotty
Decorative Wood Carvings 
Jeanne Fitzgerald 
Delores Foland
Margaret Giles
The Gourd Tree
Green Gorilla Soap Factory 
Kelly Haithcock
Candace Hammond 
Hardin’s Furniture Ind., Inc.
High Point Furniture 
HomeSpun Quilting & Design
Howard & Cookie Holt
Bettina Hunter
John Ireland Photography 
Nadine Johnson 
Carol Kaczmarek
Nancy Lou Kiessler 
Kim Luther Designs 
Carol King 
Klaussner Home Furnishings 
Mark Kostich
Laura Kelly Designs 

Leopard Spot Gift Shop
Locally Grown Art 
Lucy Landon/Home Interiors
Terrance Meadows
Melissa Southern Photography
Milita Rock & Gem 
Mistletoe Meadows Christmas Trees 
Moka Photos
Donna Moose
Pam Myers
Naturescapes Photography Workshops 
North Carolina Zoo Horticulture

Division
Donna Northam 
Penland Custom Frames 
Photography by Vinny Colucci 
Ken & Diane Powell 
Christi Ramsey
John Revell  
Schadt Woodcarving and Design  
Mike Shinn 
State of the Art 
This N’ That Shoppe 
Karen Tiede 
Danny Tyson & Roseann Sims 
Beverly Wilson 
Jack Winfield-Ross 
Ken Wooters 
Underwater Images by John Mimidis 

POTTERY
Anita’s Pottery & Dogwood Gallery 
Baby Dragon Enterprises 
Robert & Eda Bauman
Blue Dot Pots 
Joan Brewer
Cagle Road Pottery 
Caldwell-Hohl Artworks 
Caledonia Pottery 
Callicutt Pottery 
Chrisco’s Pottery 
Cole Pottery 
Cross Creek Pottery 
Susan Cutter
Dean & Martin Pottery 
Dish’n Pottery 
Duck Creek Pottery 
Earth, Water & Fire Studio 
Steve & Rhonda Eblin
Fat Beagle Pottery
Beverly Fox 
Freeman Pottery 
From the Ground Up 
Garry Childs Pottery 
Margaret Giles 

George Gusler 
H.A.T. underground 
Hickory Hill Pottery 
Valerie Hill 
His Hands Pottery 
Humble Mill Pottery
Jim Peterson Stoneware Ceramics 
Kovack Pottery 
Lantern Hill Pottery 
Latham’s Pottery 
Lion’s Den Pottery 
Luck’s Ware 
Lufkin Pottery 
McNeill’s Pottery 
Dawn Tagawa-Morgan 
Phil Morgan II 
Moss Pottery 
New Salem Pottery 
Bill Newton 
Joyce Newton 
Nichol’s Pottery 
Old Fish House Pottery 
Old Hard Times Pottery 
Old House Pottery 
O’Quinn Pottery 
Out of the Fire 
Pebbles Pottery
Penland Collaborative 
Piney Woods Pottery 
Pottery by Christine 
Pottery Central 
Potts Town Pottery 
Pris Pots Pottery 
Puzzle Creek Pottery 
Marcy Reid-Smith 
Bob Rehbock
Suzanne Rehbock 
Susan Ridenour 
Rising Sun Pottery 
Rockhouse Pottery
Shelton’s Pottery
Meredith Smildsin 
Stone-Crow Pottery 
Susan O’Leary Pottery 
Tara McGee Pottery 
Teague’s Frogtown Pottery
The English Potter 
The Great White Oak Gallery 
Triple C Pottery 
Untamed MUDD 
Turn & Burn Pottery 
Uwharrie Crystalline 
Conrad Weiser 
Westmore Pottery 
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New Year’s Grocery List
for the N.C. Zoo
_________________________

-15 tons of meat                                             

-48 tons of produce                                       

-15,000 rats                                                      

-6,000 mice

-2,400 mice pinkies

-958,125 mealworms

-321,000 adult crickets

-110 tons of food pellets

-9 tons of apples

-3 tons of bananas

-6 tons of carrots

-6 tons of oranges

-1.5 ton of spinach

-3.2 tons of kale

-6.3 tons of romaine lettuce

-2.25 tons of sweet potatoes

-21.5 tons of fish

-110 tons of grain

-49 tons of alfalfa

-128 tons of Timothy hay

-3,200 bales of straw

Order Up!
Every day, the Zoo’s keepers slice, dice, mix

and fix meals for more than 1,600 animals.
By year’s end, these keepers have wheeled more
than half a million meals out of the Zoo’s kitchen
and into the barns that house the Zoo’s animals. 

If the size of these numbers does not
impress you, consider the variety of foods that
pass through the barn doors. You just cannot
feed a zoo full of animals with a short grocery
list. Elephants, turtles, bears and the rest of the
Zoo’s 215 species have their own sets of culinary
likes and dislikes, nutritional wants and needs.
What sets a lion drooling will hardly please a
hungry puffin.

Filling the growling stomachs of all these 
different species falls on the special keepers
working in the Zoo’s commissary. Talk about your
Iron Chefs! These keepers spend their days gath-
ering, chopping, blending, arranging, organizing
and packaging meals for animals as different as
gorillas and tortoises, flamingos and alligators. 

Each meal gets its own special combination of
foods and each of the foods has to be cut, sliced
and arranged in accordance with the needs of the
species it will feed. Staff dices apples for Box
Turtles and Desert Iguanas and chops the fruit
into half-inch chunks for Meerkats and Coatis.
Meanwhile, Gorillas and Chimpanzees take their
apples whole.

Commissary keepers work with the Zoo’s
curators, veterinarians and animal keepers as well
as with nutritionists from other zoos to put
together the diets for all the animals at the Zoo.
The work is not easy, but it feeds and pleases
lots of hungry mouths. 

KARA DOUGH, JOURNALISM STUDENT–ASHEBORO HIGH SCHOOL ZOO SCHOOL

AND JAYNE OWEN PARKER, PH.D., EDITOR 



Answers:
1. Flamingo is menu C

2. Lion is menu A

3. Elephant is menu D

4. Grizzly Bear is menu E

5. Rattlesnake is menu F

6. Alligator is menu B  
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MATCH GAME
Could you work in the
Zoo’s commissary or
kitchen for a day?

Match each animal with
its own diet menu. 

Zoo Menu-A
___________________–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Thank You!

8.1 pounds of Feline Diet and cow bones

Zoo Menu-B

_____
_____

_____
____

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Thank You!

1 chicke
n

1 rat
1 fish

Zoo Menu-C___________________
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––Thank You!

12 cups of pellets1 cup of krill, cherry extract,and algae

Zoo Menu-D
___________________

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Thank You!

80 pounds of alfalfa gr
ain 

1 truckload of browse

8 bales of hay
1 bushel of produce

6. Alligator

4. Grizzly Bear

3. Elephant

2. Lion

1. Flamingo

Zoo Menu-E___________________
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Thank You!

6 pounds of dry dog food
5 pounds, 8 ounces omnivore diet
4 pounds, 6 ounces of apples
4 pounds of carrots
3 pounds, 12 ounces of sweet

potatoes
3 pounds, 1 ounce of oranges
4 large herrings 

(served 3 days a week)

Zoo Menu-F___________________
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––Thank You!

1 rat 
--served monthly!

5. Rattlesnake
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The Zoo Society urges you to do business with businesses that support your Zoo.

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Congratulations to Dr. Mike Loomis and to

Dr. Martin Tchamba and the other Cameroonian biologists and rangers working to

save the Elephants of Cameroon. 

The American Zoo and Aquarium Association

recently awarded its coveted International

Conservation Award—Significant Achievement

to these researchers in recognition of their 10

years of fieldwork on behalf of Cameroon’s ele-

phants. This work—which is funded exclusively

by grants and gifts to the Zoo Society—has

saved the lives of dozens of African elephants

and spared hundreds of people from food short-

ages and physical harm.

We want to thank all the people and institutions that have contributed to this work. Your generosity put

our partners in the field to protect wildlife where it lives.


